THE STREET.
	WHAT WE DID
	THE TECHNIQUE

	We drew a house in a street


	· Drawing: and talking about events drawn, in role (pairs of pupils go into role as Jack and the Giant – each pupil draws the other character and their own character and they discuss differences)


	We made the paper location


	· Paper location: using pieces of paper to represent items on a set – including large pieces and props. Works well when pupils design the set as a group with each person having the option of placing a new piece or moving someone else’s piece (with reason given) until all are satisfied with set in which their characters can move etc.


	We were nosy neighbours


	· Nosy neighbours: Pupils in role discuss events “next door” (situation within the text), occasionally walking within imagined environment


	We looked at the new house 


	· It’s all in the detail: looking at still images, film, listening to sound both in role and out and describing what the detail is communicating – useful to support pupils in the understanding that the elements chosen to be included in description are key to the readers ongoing perception of characters, location etc.


	We went inside the house and looked at a photo


	· Still images: Pupil groups form images in the manner of drawings, photos, posters, sculptures, waxworks, tapestries, freeze-frame on video etc. using their knowledge of body language to show the character’s feelings. The power to “unfreeze” and speak to the characters is given to one person (initially the teacher). Also, going beyond the image to use thought tracking where pupils infer what the character may be thinking at that moment and also how that relates to what they show in the photograph and in what they say and reasons why these things may be different.


	We found a letter on the mantelpiece – we heard the character reading it
	· Diaries, letters, journals, messages:  Written in or out of role as ship’s log, traveller’s diary, letters home, instructions left for others


	We looked inside the character’s bag


	· Character Bags: Useful for introducing texts and characters. Bag / suitcase / drawer belonging to character is examined and pupils encouraged to make inferences about the character’s life. The inferences inform the rest of the ‘text’.



	We watched the character in the house:


	· Thought action circle – a strategy to clarify how a character is thinking and why he/she would act as he / she does. (Pupils stand in a circle around a pupil who is in role as characters in a situation / scene from a text. Alternately around the circle, pupils voice the thought of the character e.g. “It’s just not right – something must be done” and this is followed by an action which the character carries out e.g. “She picks up the knife”) This is a high level activity as it requires pupils to respond to an unfolding scene and subsequently there is little preparation time for the pupils in the circle. Revisiting the scene after each 6-10 pupils will allow time for reflection and review –always staying within the realms of information available.


	We dressed the set 


	Colour coding: Using colour cards or swatches pupils asked to show what colour is he feeling? What are you feeling? Pupils try to explain choices. Moving forward to pupils set designing and costume designing using colour to express the mood of the text at that moment or to reflect character



