DARTs : Straight text
(Directed Activities Related to Text)

Below are suggestions as to which Reading AF these activities may fit into, depending on how they are planned and delivered.
1.  Text marking AF2
· Children are presented with a section of text and a series of pictures taken from the text.  They are asked to highlight the parts of the text that tell you what is happening in each picture.

· Children locate and highlight/underline parts of a text that represent a given criteria in one colour, another criteria in another colour, e.g. facts/opinions, information about setting/characters, adjectives/verbs

2. Labelling AF2, 

(AF 3 if children have to use knowledge of the text rather than retrieve exact vocabulary)
· Children have a diagram or illustration and a copy of the relevant text.  They have to find appropriate words and phrases to label the diagram.

3.  Construction: table, diagram, picture AF4, AF3
· Children complete a table appropriately using information from the text, headings provided by the teacher.

· Children construct a picture or series of pictures to present information from the text, e.g. construction of a Roman road, how to plant seeds, a setting, a character.

4.  Pupil generated questions AF3, AF5
· Children construct questions to ask a character, an author, each other based on a piece of text, e.g. what we know, what we don’t know, what we think we know, questions we’d like to ask

5.  Responding to statements AF2, AF3
· After reading a piece of text, children sort a series of statements you have produced [true, false, likely, unlikely, contradictory] relating to it into: True, Not true, Can’t tell from this text.

· Children can generate their own statements within the categories

6.  Recasting the information and genre exchange AF3, AF6, AF7
· Children reinterpret the information by presenting it in a different way, e.g. letter, diary entry, newspaper article, police report, poem.
· Genre exchange requires a thorough understanding of the text by the children – they need to fully understand the elements of the genre in order to re-cast.
7.  Wide-angled questions AF3, AF6
· Children work in pairs to respond to questions,

e.g.
What might you find in X’s pocket?



What present might you buy for X’s birthday?

What information have we NOT been given about this place/person/situation?



What happened before this story started?



Why did the author write this story?
