Quick fire sentence activities for varying style


[image: image1.png]Use whiteboards for quick-fire syntactical gymnastics to improve the abilty to create and manipulate sentences.
Only give the chidren 10 - 15 seconds to create their sentences. Check for capital letter, full stop and sense. Ask
them to reread and check before holding the board up. Keep the activity swift ively and fun. Once basic
punctuation is secure, begin to consider what makes an effective sentence:

B Creating sentences by providing one word and the chicren have to create a sentence cickly. Move on to
two or three words, e.q. ‘jam’, ‘elephant’, ‘ron’.
The elephant spread jam onto its trousers with a handy ron.
m  Creating several sentences by providing several words, one to be used in each sentence, e.g. jam’
“elephant’.
The fat elephant was always hungry. It paused by the jam jar and sniffed at the jam.
B Improving a dull sentence, e.g
The dog looked at the cat. Could become:
The sleepy Rottweller blinked at the cat, as It toyed with the mouse.
B Adding adjectives and adverbs into a sentence, e.g.
The dog looked at the cat.
The shaggy dog looked at the sleek cat.




[image: image2.png]Changing verbs and nouns. e.g
The poodle peered at the Siamese.

Dropping in a phrase or a clause, e.q.

The hot and dusty dog looked at the cat, whie the goldfish swam round and round.

Changing the sentence type, e.9. o a question or exclamation.

Was the dog looking at the cat?

Look at that cat!

Changing the text type, e.g. altering the sentence s If it were a newspaper headiine or a recipe.

Dity dog looks at cool cat.

Place dog beside cat and leave to simmer gently for several minutes.

Extending the sentence using a given connective, e.g. ‘becase”.

The dog looked at the cat because it was short-sighted and thought that the cat was a handsome terrier!
Trimming along sentence.

The dog looked.

Joining two or three simple sentences, e.g

The dog looked at the cat. The cat shot out of the window.

The cat shot out of the window because the dog looked at t

(Itis helpful to have a bank of useful connectives)

Writing a piece of dialogue, .q

“When | was there the dog was just looking at the cat,” replied Mr Wormhound.



