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	Circular letter:  G29/10
To: Headteachers of all schools
	Your Ref: 

Our Ref:
Enquiries to:

Direct Line:

Fax:

E-mail:

Date:
	SI/RT/JK
Richard Taylor
(01670) 533595
(01670) 533558
Richard.Taylor@northumberland.gov.uk
3rd February 2010


Dear Colleague

Promoting e-safety in Northumberland schools launch

I am writing to inform you of the forthcoming launch of our ‘Promoting e-safety in Northumberland schools’ pack, which is being delivered to schools during the week commencing 8th February 2010.

[image: image3.emf]Many of you will know from the briefings around the County, of our plans to launch an integrated school 
e-safety strategy in early February 2010. 

We have produced a pack for all schools which, along with guidance and support materials, covers the five 
key strands of our integrated e-safety strategy:

·  E-safety training materials for pupils, staff, governors                                                                                        and the community;

· Sample policy and procedure documents and guidance materials;

· Information on dealing with an incident using the Northumberland Safeguarding Children’s Board flowchart;

· Guidance on Network controls and the Local Authority’s plan to provide Policy Central Enterprise free to all schools;

· Countywide accreditation for pupils and schools.
Policy Central Enterprise (PCE) is included in the pack and is a tool to log activity on your school network, control access to the Internet and help schools implement their acceptable use policies. 

It is our intention for all schools to have PCE running on all PC’s, laptops, desktops and netbooks. High schools will be provided with an alternative setup arrangement for the PCE software and for all other schools the software is included in the pack.

Installation is relatively simple and, for schools supported by NCC Information Services, their technicians will install the software on your instruction.

Training sessions for your designated person for e-safety have also been arranged on the 8th, 11th, 16th, 17th and 18th March around the County when we will run through not only the resources in the pack but also how to monitor your network using the PCE console.  It’s important that schools are represented at one of these sessions if they are to benefit from PCE and the promoting e-safety strategy.

Information on these sessions is available in the pack or online at:

http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/e-safety 

[image: image4.wmf]I hope you will find this pack useful and will support us in our drive to ensure that schools provide as safe an online environment as possible for both pupils and staff.  The promoting e-safety in Northumberland schools pack has the support of the Northumberland Safeguarding Children Board and Northumbria Police and will assist you in promoting your safeguarding agenda with pupils, staff, parents and the community.

9th February is Safer Internet Day and resources for schools to support this are available at: 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/saferinternetdayuk 

Finally, for schools with Primary age pupils and also linked to the e-safety agenda, I would like to draw your attention to some resources being launched across the County on the Monday 8th, Tuesday 9th, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th February at 4.00 pm.
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The Pirates Chest (and other body parts) is an integrated learning resource commissioned by Northumberland Local Authority which links to the Pirates theme in 
the Childnet International Primary 
e-safety materials.

The Pirates Chest includes 14 interactive poems, interactive whiteboard resources, worksheets and teachers guides all linked to activities across the curriculum.

Information and booking forms to attend one of the launch sessions are available online at http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk 
In addition to this, we have arranged for Anne Curtis, author of the Pirates Chest and director of Shoofly, to do six online sessions for schools commencing the 24th February.  

How to access these events will also be explained at the launches on the 8th – 11th February.

Yours sincerely
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​
Richard Taylor 
Adviser (e-learning & ICT)
�
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Trevor Doughty, Executive Director of People
Education Development Centre, Hepscott Park, Stannington, Northumberland, NE61 6NF
(T) 0845 600 6400      (E) contactcentre@northumberland.gov.uk
(W) www.northumberland.gov.uk
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