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	Circular Letter: G16-10
To:   Headteachers of all schools
	Your Ref: 

Our Ref:
Enquiries to:

Direct Line:

Fax:

E-mail:

Date:
	L&D/RT/LM
(01670) 533595
Richard.Taylor@northumberland.gov.uk
7 January 2010


Dear Colleague
Subject:
Sparklebox - Blacklisting
Purpose:
To inform schools of a block on the Northumberland Network
	Action:
	To note the content of this letter


Since Monday Sparklebox, a popular Primary phase website, has been blocked on the Northumberland network. This was done following the information we received below:

http://wisenet.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/dsweb/GetRendition/Document-9178/html
Having discussed this with Russell Pilling, head of safeguarding, we have agreed to maintain the block on Sparklebox whilst we seek further guidance from Becta and the police. 

I appreciate that this is a very popular site but hope you will understand the need to have it blocked at the current time.

Yours sincerely
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Richard Taylor
ICT & e-learning Adviser
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